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The Symposium
Federalism - Ensuring
Stability and Coexistence

May 22" to 23", 2024




Under the patronage of the Prime Minister of the Kurdistan Region
Mr. Masrour Barzani

a symposium entitled “Federalism- Ensuring Stability and Coexistence”
will be held by Salahaddin, Duhok, Zakho, and Soran Universities.
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The Symposium
Federalism - Ensuring
Stability and Coexistence

May 22" to 23, 2024
10:00 AM
Cultural Center, Salahaddin University - Erbil




I Introduction

Federalism is a form of compound state in which powers are divided between the
federal and regional governments. Federalism is a successful system, especially
in multi-component states, as it better protects the rights of different groups.

In 2004, federalism was introduced in Iraq for the first time through the enact-
ment of a law known as the Law of Administration of the Iraqi State for the
Transitional Period, giving Iraq a new form of governance. Later in 2005, feder-
alism was approved in the Iragi Constitution. Implementing the constitution by
all state institutions, regions, and political entities is the main mechanism of the
success of federalism.

In a federal state, the federal supreme court acts as the primary guardian of the
constitution. The main responsibility of that court is implementing federal con-
stitution and protecting the rights of federal and regional governments. Unfor-
tunately, despite the Iragi Federal Supreme Court as the highest court in Iraq, it
has failed to adequately protect and uphold the constitutional principles, federal
system, and the constitutional rights of the Kurdistan Region. The Decisions of
the Federal Supreme Court are not reasonable and have a negative repercussion
on the constitutional principles, federal system, and the constitutional rights of
the Kurdistan Region.

The symposium aims to discuss the following critical topics:

¢ The significance of implementing the Iraqi Federal Constitution and preserving
its federal system.

¢ The significance of protecting the rights of different groups and fostering co-
existence in both the Kurdistan Region and Iraqi Federal.

¢ The negative outcomes of the Federal Court’s Decisions on the future of federal
system in Iraq.

¢ The necessity of drafting a democratic constitution for the Kurdistan Region
that regulates powers nationally.
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I The Importance of the Symposium

This symposium highlights the necessity of the federal government’s commitment
to implement the Iragi Constitution and preserve the federal system to ensure
stability, coexistence, and the realization of the Kurdistan Region’s constitutional
rights. It will critically analyze that to what extent the Iragi Federal Constitution
has properly been implemented and examine the Iragi Federal Government’s
shortcomings in executing certain constitutional sections and articles, including the
delayed implementation of the Article 140, and also the failure to establish federal
councils and institutions which are essential for implementing federal system.

I Objectives of the Symposium

This symposium aims to

¢ Encourage the Federal Government and its Institutions to be bound with im-
plementing Iraqi Federal Constitution, in particular, the sections and articles
related to the rights of Kurdistan Region Citizens and the authorities of Kurdistan
Regional Government as well.

¢ Highlight the significance of establishing federal institutions outlined in the
Iraqgi Constitution such as; the General Board for Protecting the Rights of the
Regions and governorates that are not organized in a region to fairly involve in
governing the federal institutions, and the General Board for Monitoring and
Allocation of Federal Revenues and the Federal Council in Iraqi Parliament.

¢ Highlight the threats posed by some of the Federal Supreme Court’s Decisions
to the Kurdistan Region’s constitutional rights, stability, and coexistence in Iraq,
and also the future of federal system in Iraq.

I Symposium Organizers

The symposium is jointly organized by Sallahaddin University-Erbil, The University
of Duhok, Soran University, and The University of Zakho.
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First Day: Wednesday May, 22t", 2024

Venue: Salahaddin University-Erbil, Cultural Center

09:30 - 10:00 Registration

10:00 Opening of Symposium

10:10 Speeches by representatives of all four universities

10:30 Speech by Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research

Conducting Panels:
11:00 - 12:30 Topic 1: The Iraqi Federal System: Opportunities and Threats

¢ Panel Moderator: Asst. Prof. Dr. Hawar Khalil Nerwayi

The Federal System in a Multicultural Society.
Prof. Dr. Sherzad Najar

The mechanism of power distribution between regions and the federal government
in federal states.
Prof. Dr. Aveen Khalid Abdulrahman

Governance trends and the future of the Iraqi federal system.
Prof. Dr. Sardar Qadir Mohiaddin

Challenges facing the Iraqi federal system.
Asst. Prof. Dr. Osman Ali Waisi
01:00 - 02:30 Lunch break

02:30 - 04:00 Topic 2: The Role of the Federal Supreme Court in Protecting
the Constitution and Stability in Iraq

¢ Panel Moderator: Dr. Shaho Ghafoor Ahmed

Federal Supreme Court and Regional Authorities in the Iragi Constitution.
Judge Razgar Mohammed Amin

Legal Framework of Kurdistan Parliamentary Elections in Light of the Decision of
the Federal Supreme Court.
Prof. Dr. Sarhang Hamid Barzanji

The Legitimacy and Characteristics of the Federal Supreme Court of Iraq.
Asst. Prof. Dr. Soran Ali Hassan

Political and Economic Dimensions behind the Decisions of the Federal Supreme
Court against the Kurdistan Region.
Asst. Prof. Dr. Rebar Fattah Mohammed

14



Second Day: Thursday May, 23t , 2024

Venue: Salahaddin University-Erbil, Cultural Center

09:30 - 11:00 Topic 3: The importance of implementing the federal con-
stitution for the stability of Iraq and the Kurdistan Region.

¢ Panel Moderator: Prof. Dr. Karwan Ezzat Mohammed

Progress of Article 140 of the Iraqi Federal Constitution and its implementation.
Prof. Dr. Mohammed Ehsan

Mechanisms for facilitating the implementation of the Iraqi Federal Constitution.
Dr. Bahdin Shahab Ahmad

Significance and procedural aspects of establishing the Federal Council.
Asst. Prof. Dr. Wajia Afdo Ali

Implications of amending the federal constitution on Iraq’s political and security
stability.
Asst. Prof. Dr. Abdulrahman Karim Darwish

11:00 - 12:20 Topic 4: The importance of drafting a constitution for the
Kurdistan Region to enhance stability and coexistence

¢ Panel Moderator: Prof. Khalid Nanakali
Legal procedures for drafting the Kurdistan Regional Constitution.
Prof. Dr. Mohammed Omar Mawlod

Constitution and coexistence of components.
Asst. Prof. Dr. Muwafaq Adil Omar

Safeguarding community rights in the Kurdistan Regional Constitution.
Asst. Prof. Dr. Renjber Jamil Shekho

Consequences of delayed adoption of the Kurdistan Regional Constitution.
Mr. Hassan Mustafa Husein

12:30 Conclusion of the symposium: Reading of the recommenda-
tions and conclusions of the symposium.
01:00 Lunch
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I Higher Scientific Committee of the Symposium

e Prof. Dr. Aveen Khalid Abdulrahman
Chairman of the Committee/ Dean of the College of Law/ The University of Duhok

e Prof. Dr. Sirwan Zand
Vice President for Scientific Affairs of Soran University

e Asst. Prof. Dr. Hawar Khalil Nerwayi
Dean of the College of Political Science/ The University of Duhok

e Dr. Himdad Faisal Ahmad
Dean of the Faculty of Law, Political Science and Management/ Soran University

e Asst. Prof. Dr. Sabah Ramadhan Yasin
Head of the Science of Department of Finance and Banking / The University of Zakho

e Dr. Ali Taha Akram Kani
Committee Coordinator/ Head of the Law Department/ Salahaddin University

e Dr. Hazhar Jamal Yasin
Head of the Department of Science of Administrative/ The University of Zakho

e Dr. Shalaw Abdulkhaliq Mohammed
Lecturer at Salahaddin University

Prepared by

Ismat Khabour
Director of Media, University of Duhok

Design
Bawar Mohammed Sidiq
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